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Mexican poultry and egg producers plan to boost production in order to keep up with an increasing
population. According to the National Poultry Producers Union (Union Nacional de Avicultores,
UNA), per capita domestic consumption has been so high that imports increased slightly despite a
rise in production. UNA statistics show that egg production in 1992 reached 1.2 billion metric tons,
a slight increase from 1.15 billion MT in 1991. Despite the increase, about 350,000 boxes of eggs had
to be imported from the US in 1992, compared with about 200,000 boxes in 1991. UNA estimates
Mexican egg consumption surpassed 250 eggs per capita in 1992. In comparison, US Department
of Agriculture (USDA) figures show US consumption in 1991 at 235 eggs per capita. Industry
estimates suggest egg production will keep pace with an expected 3% to 4% increase in Mexico's
population in 1993. Cesar de Anda, president of a Jalisco state chicken producers association, says
the export market is largely untapped because producers are focusing their energies on meeting
domestic needs. The greatest potential markets are in Central America. Because of US phytosanitary
requirements, eggs exported to the US are used only in industrial products. (Source: El Financiero
International, 01/18/93)
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